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EMINENT SIRS AND SIR KNIGHTS: 


"The Templar" is a fine medium for me to address each of the Eminent 
Commanders and Recorders of the 50 Knights Templar Commanderies in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. No one can long serve Templary with- 
out being deeply dedicated to its purposes, its opportunities and its 
significant teachings, We live in a world of differing ideologies, 
where segments of the people are underprivileged, and where the light 
of Divine Truth has not risen upon their horizon. 


As Soldiers of Chivalry, we have a solemn and challenging duty to bring 
more of the Christian Spirit into the hearts of men. We are Crusaders, 
for decency, security and for a better manhood, We have a sworn and 
privileged duty to defend the "Good", as we see it, in our times, 


Beyond this appeal to the finer instincts, which as Knights Templar we 
seek to share, we multiply our opportunities to serve mankind. Each, 
with his mite, for instance, helps through the EYE FOUNDATION to bring 
hope and vision and courage to the handicapped and to those suffering 
with sight failure, This is a tremendous philanthropy of useful re- 
habilitation to discouraged souls, both young and old, without consid- 
eration as to race, creed or color, Each with his mite, too, helps thru 
the EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION to give encouragement to Youth in their 
search for understanding and knowledge, Education that brings oppor- 
tunity, independence, superior minds to meet tomorrow's challenges. 


As your Grand Commander, I'am very proud and grateful and humble. It 
is my single aim to ksep the "Banner of Templary" flying proudly in 
its good works, to heip the membership of our several Commanderies to 
get-in-step and to rsach for a growth of 10% in each of our Commander- 
ies. Our goal is to secure at least 1,000 new members for the year. 
Will you tighten your belt, straighten up your shoulders and show on 
your countenance a cheerfulness that belongs to a Knights Templar? 
When we stand this wey we are indomitable, unbeatable, irresistible 
men, with whom the best in our community will want|to flock. 


I want to assure you I shall do my utmost to aid you to achieve your 
specific quota. If you stress our purposes, our opportunities and 
the significant things that we try to teach == we cannot fail to have 
one of the best years in our history. 


Courteously yours, 


ELLIOTT N, HOLLEY 
Grand Commander. 
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The time for our Annual Inspections ig just before us. Most Commancer- 
ies look forward and plan for their Inspection with enthusiasm, but we 
fear there are a few who almost dread it. We wish this were not so. 

It was not meant to be that way. It should be a time of fine fellow- 
ship, inspiration and instruction. The Grand Commandery Statutes pro- 
vide that each Commandery PREPARE for and be inspected. The Inspectors 
are busy men who try to arrange the dates for their Inspections to fit 
the convenience of each Commandery, but they must have a schedule that 
will save time and travel. So please cooperate with your Inspector in 
every way you can, 


Inspection Night should be a great night in your Commandery. Get all 
your local Sir Knights to attend and stay for the entire evening, You 
will find these Inspectors the finest fellows you have ever met - dedi-« 
cated to Masonry and Christian Knighthood. Feel free to talk to then 
about any of your problems. They do not know all the answers - and 
they know it = but with your help the answer can be found, His is a 
service of love and devotion to a great Principle, and his compensation 
is having every one of you as a friend, and the satisfaction of work 
well done. Together, let's make this a great Year. 


EXCERPTS FROM GRAND ENCAMPMENT COMMITTEE ON DRILL REGULATIONS: 


The Committee on Drill Regulations, Grand Encampment of Knights Templar, 
United States of America, has started making preparations and working 
out the details of the Drill Team Competition for the Forty-Eighth Tri- 
ennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment to be held at Cleveland, Ohio 
in 1961. The exact dates of the Conclave will be announced later. It 
is necessary that we start early with our preparations for there is 
much to do before we go to Cleveland, 


How many drill teams will represent your Grand Jurisdiction, or will 
Se ae a eeoaneite Commandery have a drill feam at the Triennial in Cleve- 
and? 


Please send me the names and addresses of any Sir Knight in your Grand 
Jurisdiction, or Subordinate Commandery, who could, or would qualify 
as a competemt dri eam judge. Soe 


Please give publicity to the drill team competition at the Triennial — 
Conclave to be held in Clevelani in 1961 in your Grand Commandery, or 
Subordinate Commandery, newspaper, bulletin or Templar activity letter, 


The Triennial is a big and inspiring event. Plan to be an active part 
oF 2b. Senda dr téam to Clevelan 


Please urge your constituent and Subordinate Commanderies to organize 
new drill teams, even if they cannot go to Cleveland. Even a small 
Drill Team can be a valuable help to a Commandery in many ways. En- 
courage those drill teams already organized and working toward competi- 
tion to make definite plans now to enter competition at Cleveland, 

it's easier than you think and the trip to a Triennial makes a wonderful 
vacation, A won er eneouragement to your membership by letter or 
bulletin may be the means of starting many new drill teams and will 
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EXCERPTS: Continued Rea ce FE 
surely help those already organized and working. Let us grow by being 
alive and doing something. One of the best ways to help our Commander- 
ies is to have a "tip-top" drill team. 


We will have Class A and Class B drill teams at Cleveland, A Class A 
team consists of 2l, knights in line, four guides, two platoon leaders 
and one captain, The Class B drill teams consist of 18 knights in line, 
two guides and one captain. Complete information and instructions will 
be furnished all drill team captains at a later date, 


REDEDICATION -= Courtesy of DeMolay Commandery #7 


We would like to bring this brief message to those Sir Knights who, for 
one reason or another, have not attended a Conclave for some time, We 
have a prime objective this year. Aside from trying to preserve the 
high standards of achievements inherited from our Past Commanders, we 
hope to increase the number attending the Conclaves. It is hoped more 
of you will share in the joy, fellowship, and feeling of belonging, 
that comes from breaking bread together and supporting the group of 
dedicated workers in the several orders, Our untiring efforts will be 
in that direction and we will attempt to make DeMolay Commandery at- 
tractive enough to that end, so our objective will be realized, 


This message is in no sense of the word a complaint, as our attendance 
is not only good but gratifying. It is just that we would like to see 
some of the faces that have been missing too long. 


It is true that we cannot compete with MAVERICK, PERRY COMO, OMNIBUS, 
FATHER KNOWS BEST, or the FIGHT OF THE WEEK, We do however offer a 
good meal, a firm handclasp of friendliness, entertainment when the time 
element permits, and a relaxation in the Asylum witnessing the serious 
ceremonies elevating worthy ones to Knighthood, 


Why not resolve, at this very moment, to mark your calendar for at least 
one Conclave this coming year? What a forward step that would bes What 
an inspiration to your officers} Standing up to be counted at inspect- 
ton is one of the important dates. You do not have to come barefoot or 
on frozen ground but if within the distance of ho miles, won't you give 
this some thought and devote an evening vrededicating yourself to the 
glorious principles for which we stand? 


MEMBERSHIP 


In the course of a year, your Grand Commandery receives a large number 
of yearly reports published by Grand Lodges and Grand Bodies of the ap- 
pellant Orders and Rites in the United States. = In the current year, 
these reports, almost without exception, point to a declining trend in 
membership, There is no doubt about this trend in initiations, which 
now affects all groups, and all have to face the problem of how the de- 
cline can be arrested before the consequences become even more serious, 
We crave your considered study and suggestions in order to halt this 
downward trend in initiates, What we may be able to do in the Commandery 
will be of no avail unless every Mason also works on the problem from 
the standpoint of our basic Masonic membership, the Blue Lodge, 


COMMANDERY QUOTA 
St.John's 40 
Boston 15 
Newburyport 20 
Washington 7 
Worcester County 48 
Springfield 34 
DeMolay 54 
Holy Sepulchre 23 
Pilgrim 19 
Palestine 14 
Milford 11 
St. Bernard 6 
Calvary 41 
Haverhill 26 
Cld Colony 14 
Sutton 37 
Bethany 10 
Winslow Lewis 14 
Jerusalem 20 
Hugh DePayens 39 
St. Omer 20 
Berkshire 18 
Conn. Valley 9 
Woonsocket 11 
Godfrey De Bouillon 8 


Joseph Warren 11 
Narragansett 13 
Bristol 17 
Northampton 8 
South Shore 11 
Trinity’ 12 
Natick 18 
Coeur De Lion 25 
Gethsemane 32 
Clivet 30 
Athol 9 
Bay State 25 
Cyprus 11 
St. Paul 7 
Peauseant 22 
Cambridge 9 
Bethlehem 11 
Orange 5 
dvanhoe 17 
Quincy 20 
Temple 13 
St. Andrew 11 
Reading 21 
Yhomas Smith Webb 13 
Sir Galahad 11 

TOTALS 1,000 
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1959-60 MONTHLY OBJECTIVE 
NSCESGARY TO REACH QUOTA, 
OBI, AST. 
Sept. 55 44 
Oct. 220 124 
Nov. 96 
Deco 88 
Jano 103 
Feb. 138 
Mar, 110 
Apr 126 
May 104 
June 60 
ACCUMULATIVE 
OBJ. ACT, 
Sept. 55 44 
Oct. 175 168 « 
Nove 271 
Dec. 359 
Jan, 462 
Feb. 600 
Mar. 710 
Apr. 836 
May 940 
June 1000 
COMPARISON 
196 41958 §=691958 1957 
Sept. as e 45 53 
° 168 98 140 185 
Nove 141 221 241 
Dece 225 269 312 
Jane 293 349 409 
Feb. 419 430 520 
Mare 495 511 616 
Apre 619 613 707 
May 688 693 V7.2 
June 768 744 832 
THHEHBHHISHMHEEHHEMBHEMAHERMHEMMBHEBEEHEHE 
Sir Knights+ 


We are off to a good start toward our 
Goal _of 1000 Petitions. Thru October we 
have 168 petitions which is a Gain of 
72 over last year. 

Pilgrim Commandery No.9 has already ob- 
tained 121% of its 1959-60 quotal Con- 
gratulations to Em.CommeJohn Harvey for 
an outstanding and inspirational accom= 
Pplichment. 

Other Cormanderjes have made geod pro= 
gress = by buiiding your cwn Cormandery 
you build Grand Cormandery and Tenplary 
itseif, MAKZ THTS A YRAR THAT YOU'LL BE 
PROUD TO REMEMBER, 

Jolercy Jones, Director 
Membership Progress & Publicity 
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